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Music is an integral part of the human experience. The aim of the music program is to assist students in 

developing the ability to express themselves musically, while helping them to develop critical thinking 

skills by responding to music (listening, evaluating), performing music, creating music (composing, 

improvising, notating), and connecting to music (reflecting upon and relating to various personal, cultural, 

and historical influences). The music courses at Riverhead High School will also facilitate the development 

of students’ musical literacy through authentic practice, permitting them to enjoy music for a lifetime, and 

helping them learn to actively perceive, analyze, and interpret the music they hear. 

Students can fulfill their graduation requirement in the arts by successfully completing a full year of either 

Music Theory I or one of the performing ensemble courses – a band, orchestra, or chorus. Students enrolled 

in performing ensembles may have additional opportunities to enhance their high school musical experience 

through participation in NYSSMA, select local/regional/state honors groups such as NYSCAME and 

SCMEA All-County, and co-curricular select ensembles. In addition, the Advanced Placement course in 

Music Theory offers a distinguished scholarly rigor for students. 

Students who wish to add depth to their music learning may select a sequential program of music courses, 

earning credits in Music Theory I, AP Music Theory, and three credits in performing ensemble courses. This 

five-credit sequence in music will provide students with the opportunity to earn a Regents Diploma with 

Advanced Designation. 

5-UNIT SEQUENCE (MUSIC MAJORS)

2 UNITS - THEORY DEVELOPMENT 

(THEORY 1 & AP) 

3 UNITS - PERFORMANCE 

MUSIC 
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9th GRADE BAND (901) Full year/1 credit weight 1.00 

Grade Level 9 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of 8th Grade Band or audition by the band director 

Description: 

This is a first-year high school band course and a continuation of the band program from the middle school. 

Students meet every day for an ensemble rehearsal. In addition, students are required to attend weekly 

small-group lessons on a rotating basis. Band students are also required to participate in other activities 

throughout the year, such as evening concerts, festivals, parades, football games (Pep Band), and other 

events as needed. Attendance at these events is a requirement of the class. Practice at home will be necessary 

for the success of the student as well as the group. Grades in Concert Band are based upon participation, 

performance, and progress in lessons, ensemble rehearsals, concerts, and other public performances. As 

members of the Concert Band, students may have the opportunity to participate in small ensembles and 

audition for co-curricular music ensembles such as Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, or Chamber Choir. This 

course satisfies the NYS graduation requirement for the arts. 

SYMPHONIC BAND (902) 

Grade Level 10-12 Full year/1 credit weight 1.00 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Concert Band and/or based on teacher recommendation 

and/or audition 

Description: 

This is an upper-level high school band course in which advanced performance and musical skills will be 

studied. Students meet every day for an ensemble rehearsal. In addition, students are required to attend 

weekly small-group lessons on a rotating basis. Band students are also required to participate in other 

activities throughout the year, such as evening concerts, festivals, parades, football games (Pep Band), and 

other events as needed. Attendance at these events is a requirement of the class. Practice at home will be 

necessary for the success of the student as well as the group. Grades in Symphonic Band are based upon 

participation, performance, and progress in lessons, ensemble rehearsals, concerts, and other public 

performances. As members of the Symphonic Band, students may have the opportunity to participate in 

small ensembles and audition for co-curricular music ensembles such as Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, or 

Chamber Choir. This course satisfies the NYS graduation requirement for the arts. 

CONCERT CHOIR (903) 

Grade Level 9 (alto/soprano voices) Full year/1 credit weight 1.00 

Prerequisite: None 

Recommended: Prior musical experience is beneficial 

Description: 

This is a first-year high school choral course for voices in the soprano or alto range. No prior experience is 

required – just a desire to sing. Students meet every day for an ensemble rehearsal. Activities include a 

study of vocal techniques as well as general musical skills including sight-singing and musicianship. 

Students in this course will sing every day. In addition, students are required to attend weekly small-group 

lessons on a rotating basis. Choir students are also expected to participate in other activities throughout the 

year, such as evening concerts, festivals, and assembly performances. Attendance at most of these events 

will be mandatory. Grades in the Treble Choir are based upon participation, performance, and progress in 

lessons, ensemble rehearsals, concerts, and other public performances. As members of the Treble Choir, 

students may have the opportunity to participate in small ensembles and audition for the Chamber Choir. 

This course satisfies the NYS graduation requirement for the arts. 
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SYMPHONIC CHOIR (904) 

Grade Level: 9th grade by teacher recommendation, 10-12 

Full year/1 credit weight 1.00 

Prerequisite: 9th grade mixed and/or teacher recommendation 

Recommended: Prior musical experience is beneficial 

Description: 

This is an advanced high school course in choral performance. Students meet every day for an ensemble 

rehearsal. A wide-range of choral/vocal techniques will be studied in this course. Students in this course 

will sing every day. In addition, students are required to attend weekly small-group lessons on a rotating 

basis. Choir students are also expected to participate in other activities throughout the year, such as evening 

concerts, festivals, and assembly performances. Attendance at most of these events will be mandatory. 

Grades in the Mixed Choir are based upon participation, performance, and progress in lessons, ensemble 

rehearsals, concerts, and other public performances. As members of the Mixed Choir, students may have 

the opportunity to participate in small ensembles and audition for the Chamber Choir. This course satisfies 

the NYS graduation requirement for the arts. 

CONCERT ORCHESTRA (912) 

Grade Level 9-10 Full year/1 credit weight 1.00 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of 8th Grade Orchestra or audition by the orchestra director 

Description: 

This is a first-year high school orchestra course and a continuation of the orchestra program from the middle 

school. Techniques and musical skills specific to string instruments will be studied through the practice of 

a wide range of music. Students meet every day for an ensemble rehearsal. In addition, students are required 

to attend weekly small-group lessons on a rotating basis. Orchestra students are also expected to participate 

in other activities throughout the year, such as evening concerts, festivals, and assembly performances. 

Attendance at most of these events will be mandatory. Practice at home will be necessary for the success 

of the student as well as the group. Grades in the 9th Grade Orchestra are based upon participation, 

performance, and progress in lessons, ensemble rehearsals, concerts, and other public performances. As 

members of the orchestra, students may have the opportunity to participate in small ensembles and audition 

for co-curricular music ensembles such as Chamber Orchestra and Chamber Choir. This course satisfies 

the NYS graduation requirement for the arts. 

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA (905) 

Grade Level 11-12 Full year/1 credit weight 1.00 

Prerequisite: Successful participation and completion of 9th Grade Orchestra or audition by the 

orchestra director 

Description: 

This is an upper-level high school orchestra course in which advanced performance and musical skills will 

be studied and performed. Techniques and musical skills specific to string instruments will be studied 

through the practice of a wide range of challenging music. Students meet every day for an ensemble 

rehearsal. In addition, students are required to attend weekly small-group lessons on a rotating basis. 

Orchestra students are also expected to participate in other activities throughout the year, such as evening 

concerts, festivals, and assembly performances. Attendance at most of these events will be mandatory. 

Practice at home will be necessary for the success of the student as well as the group. Grades in the Senior 

Orchestra are based upon participation, performance, and progress in lessons, ensemble rehearsals, 

concerts, and other public performances. As members of the orchestra, students may have the opportunity 

to participate in small ensembles and audition for co-curricular music ensembles such as Chamber 

Orchestra and Chamber Choir. Note: The woodwind, brass, and percussion players for the full orchestra 

will be selected from the band membership. This course satisfies the NYS graduation requirement for the 

arts. 
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MUSIC THEORY 1 (906) 

Grade Level 9-12 Full year/1 credit weight 1.08 

Prerequisite: Ability to read music. Choral or instrumental experience is recommended 

Description: 

This is an introductory course in the fundamentals of music construction and composition. Topics explored 

include scales, intervals, chords, ear training, composition, and arranging. These are discussed within the 

context of the literature and history of western music. This course satisfies the NYS graduation requirement 

for the arts. Note: Students who plan to take AP Music Theory as part of a five-unit sequence should take 

Music Theory I as a freshman or sophomore to allow for the possibility that the AP class may not be offered 

every year. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY (915) 

Grade Level 9-12 Full year/1 credit weight 1.18 

Prerequisite: Music Theory I or comparable experience 

Description: 

The AP Music Theory Course is the second of a two-year long Music Theory course sequence. This class 

is designed for more serious and interested students who have competently mastered the fundamentals 

taught in Music Theory 1 – a prerequisite for taking this AP course. The course is a participation-oriented 

class in which students will develop a background in musical terminology, harmonic language, 

compositional skills, and aural recognition. The development of aural and listening skills is a primary 

objective of the AP Music Theory course. The students will also engage in a variety of written, singing and 

compositional exercises that teach them the many aspects of musical composition and analysis. The course 

prepares students to take the AP Music Theory exam. AP Music Theory will greatly enhance and improve 

a student’s ability to comprehend, analyze and notate music in a traditional style. 

INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC AND CINEMA (916) 

Grade Level 10-12 Alt days/Half year/½ credit weight 1.00 

Prerequisite: None 

Description: 

This course studies the history of music in cinematic productions, the basic concepts and terminology used 

to describe music and sound in cinema, techniques of audio-visual design, and the roles that music and sound 

play in the overall aesthetic effects in the cinema. The course studies music and sound in cinema from the earliest 

instances in the beginning of the 20th century to the most recent instances in the 21st century. No previous 

musical training is required. 

INTRODUCTION TO GUITAR (917) 

Grade Level 10-12 Alt days/Half year/½ credit weight 1.00 

Prerequisite: None 

Description: 

Students will learn all about the electric guitar, including its parts and their functions, the basic care and 

maintenance of a guitar, how to hold a guitar, and use a plectrum (guitar pick) as well as how to tune a 

guitar. Students will study the history of the electric guitar and some of its most famous and innovative 

players including Les Paul, Jimi Hendrix, Edward Van Halen, Steve Vai, and many others. Curriculum 

will include chord charts, strum simple chords using various rhythms, and learn to play popular Rock and 

Roll guitar “riffs”, as well as popular songs and ability to read guitar tablature and pick single note melodies 

to songs. 
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