
Riverhead High School
Guidance Department

2026 – 2027 COLLEGE APPLICATION 
PLANNING AND PROCEDURES



First Steps (September)
● Review Student Transcript (mailed home September 15, 2026)

○ Confirm Transcript Course grades and Regents scores are accurate.  
If there is a question about any grades, please notify your counselor.

○ Complete the Guidance Forms which were sent out on Parent 
Square, gmail and are available in the Guidance Office and on the 
Guidance Webpage.  Return completed forms to the guidance 
counselor  as soon as possible.

■ Teacher Recommendation request

■ Parent Input Form

■ Activity Record and Questionnaire



Naviance 
and 
Common 
Application 
Accounts
Students 
should: 

Create Create list of schools you are thinking about (Naviance)

Facilitate Facilitate College Searches (Naviance)

Link Link your Common Application account to your Naviance account

Upload Upload College Essay on to Common App

Approve Approve the FERPA Agreement (on CA)

Create or log in Create or log in to his/her Common Application Account

Log in and 
update log in and update his/her Naviance account



Important Websites
(Student account logs necessary)

● Naviance                                https://www.naviance.com

● Common Application         https://apply.commonapp.org

● Sat Registration                    signup.collegeboard.org/SAT/Registration

● ACT Registration                  https://www.act.org › content › act › register

https://www.naviance.com/
https://apply.commonapp.org/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi0nYjrmerkAhV0gVoFHSA9AIgYABAAGgJ2dQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAASEuRoyoZJ4nEKhHOBaMXdp37FVg&sig=AOD64_120RBSxqLqe6do_iH5wRQcGIAVLg&q=&ved=2ahUKEwimzP7qmerkAhXy01kKHVfxATAQ0Qx6BAgREAE&adurl=


Decide which Schools you are applying to
Students should decide on:

Reach Schools (2 to 3) Target (Likely) Schools (2 to 3)

Safety Schools (2 to 3)

Verify all application and 
college/university scholarship 
deadlines on school websites.  
Do not rely on Naviance for 
school specific information



Applying to the 
colleges you have 
chosen
● Early Action (EA) and Early Decision (ED)

● Regular Decision Applications

    Remember, that acceptance under early decision 
binds you to attend that college if accepted!  

   Early Action differs from Early Decision in that your 

application under this plan DOES NOT bind you 

to attend the college if it accepts you!



Once you 
have 
applied:
Students 
must

Notify your guidance counselor immediately of the 
schools you have applied to and the type of application 
you submitted: (early decision, early action, regular 
decision, other).

Notify

Notify the teachers who have agreed to write you 
letter the names of the schools you have applied to.Notify

Update your Naviance account list of “schools you 
are interested in” to “schools you're applying to”.Update

Contact SAT and ACT to send your scores to the 
schools you’ve applied to.Contact



Once you have applied and notified your 
Guidance Counselor, they will:

● Upload and send all supporting documents to the schools 
you have applied to including:

○ Transcript (Fall, Midyear and Final)

○ Recommendation Letters (2 to 3) (from counselor, teacher, coach, 
others)

○ School Profile



COMMON APPLICATION 
● The Common Application is an undergraduate universal college admission 

application that applicants may use to apply to over 1,000 member colleges 
and universities in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, as well as in 
Canada, China, Japan, and many European countries. 

● If a student is applying to any colleges or universities via the Common 
Application, the student must complete the Common Application account 
matching process in Naviance Student. 

● Students can complete the matching process under the "Colleges I'm 
Applying To" tab.  

● To set up a CA account is free, but colleges will charge you to accept it.



College Essay
The Common App essay prompts for the 2026–2027 application cycle remain unchanged from previous years. Applicants write a personal 
statement of up to 650 words choosing one of seven prompts. 

The 7 Official Prompts:

● Prompt 1 (Background or Identity): Share a meaningful background, identity, interest, or talent that shapes your 
story.

● Prompt 2 (Challenge or Failure): Recount a time you faced a challenge or failure, how it affected you, and what you 
learned.

● Prompt 3 (Challenging a Belief): Reflect on when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea, your prompt for 
thinking, and the outcome.

● Prompt 4 (Gratitude): Reflect on a surprising act of kindness or gratitude that affected or motivated you.
● Prompt 5 (Personal Growth): Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked personal growth and 

self-understanding.
● Prompt 6 (Engaging Topic): Describe a captivating topic, idea, or concept that makes you lose track of time and 

how you explore it.
● Prompt 7 (Topic of Your Choice): Share an essay on any topic of your choice, whether previously written or of your 

own design. 

*Many colleges require their own supplemental essay prompts in addition to the main Common App personal statement, but requirements 
vary widely by institution.  Be sure to check each college webpage you plan on applying to! 

https://www.google.com/goto?url=CAEShQEB6zswFeYWkCdPRTxxQkrO-hpd9MoigLlKdlfPZ5tU0Jp3_5SS6lm4ArsccDJrJUPEJaO3sN3-IAjPZOuA9msE1-QP6B1awmzhchseZEgqKm8XtsPoRBO4iOGjh_odcGuU7KSSc4s81B5u9aCMf0Jdwf6RCbzTL7dNBvZelYNe4OqWppCO


Student Athletes 
NCAA Information Night, 
Nov. 5, 2026 (6:00 pm in room 133)

If you are planning on 
participating in College 

Athletics you must create 
an account with the 

NCAA Clearinghouse

Notify and meet with your 
guidance counselor 

individually about the 
different requirements for 
different NCAA Divisions 

as well as your future 
NCAA eligibility status



Upcoming SAT and ACT Dates

SAT Dates
○ October 3, 2026

○ November 7, 2026

○ December 5, 2026

ACT Dates

○ October 17, 2026

○ December 12, 2026

*Riverhead High School is a testing center for these dates*



RHS Guidance Department Events

2026 GUIDANCE EVENTS:

○ September 30, 2026………….Fall Evening College Fair (HS Gym)

○ October 5, 2026 (Period 7)..In School College Fair (HS Gym)

○ October 8, 2026………………..Financial Aid Information Night 6:30 PM

○ October 30, 2026……………...SCCC On Site Application Day 9–1 PM

○ November 2, 2026…………….St. Joseph’s University On Site Application Day

○ November 5, 2026…………….NCAA Information Night 6:00 PM (Room 133)

○ Sept – Nov………………………...On-going College Rep Visits (in Guidance)

○ December 14…………………….Long Island University On Site Application Day



Free SUNY Applications for RHS Students
NYS Students will be afforded the opportunity to apply to 5 SUNY schools for free of charge. 
There will be no application fees for the first 5 SUNY schools RHS students apply to. Students 
may apply through the SUNY application manager portal or the Common Application. 

This opportunity is in effect from October 19 - November 2!

SUNY Free Application Week Key Details:

Fee Waiver: Application fees are waived for up to 5 SUNY campuses.

How to Apply: Use either the official Apply to SUNY portal or the Common App.

Common App: Answer "Yes" to the prompt asking if you want SUNY to cover your fee.

SUNY App: List your participating chosen campuses within your first five choices on the

payment page.

  



Local Scholarships
● The Local Scholarship application deadline is March 12,  2027.  It is available 

on the Guidance webpage. This application is offered to all sponsors to use as 
it acts as a universal application for Riverhead students. 

● Once a student completes the local application, they must turn it in to their 
guidance counselor. Once submitted, the student will be included as a 
candidate for all local scholarships they are qualified for whose sponsors use 
our local application. Remember, not all sponsors use our local application. 
Some sponsors prefer to use their own applications. In such cases, interested 
students must complete the individual application provided by each sponsor 
that they are requiring.

● If you need a transcript for a scholarship application, please email your 
guidance counselor, and they will provide it to you. We will continue to keep 
you informed of any and all information as soon as it comes available. If you 
have any specific questions, please do not hesitate to email or call your 
guidance counselor. 

● Stony Brook University, Michael Corey Scholarship, informational meeting 
date TBA



FAFSA 
(Free Application Federal Student Aid)

● The FAFSA for the class of 2027 will become available on October 1, 2026. 
The US Dept of Education has moved to this earlier, consistent launch date to 
streamline the application process for students. It is recommended to submit 
the form as soon as possible after this date to maximize financial aid eligibility.

● Launch Date: The form for the upcoming school year typically opens on 
October 1 of the previous year.

● Deadline: While the federal deadline for the 2026-27 year is June 30, 2028, 
states and colleges often have much earlier deadlines.

● Priority Filing: Many schools have priority deadlines, such as March 1 or April 
1.



CSS Profile
(College Scholarship Service)

● The CSS Profile is an online financial aid application administered by the 
College Board that over 200 private colleges and universities use to 
award non-federal institutional aid. Unlike the FAFSA, it collects detailed 
information about family income, assets, and expenses to assess financial 
need, often including non-custodial parent data.

● Purpose: To determine eligibility for need based institutional grants, 
scholarships, and sometimes loans, rather than federal aid.

● Cost: Costs $25 for initial application and $16 for each additional report.  
Fee waivers are available of qualified. 

● Dates:  Typically opens October 1st and runs through academic year with 
deadlines set by each individual institution.



Naviance Log-In

● At this time, please log into your Naviance through your 

Clever

○ www.Naviance.com


